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"We know we are influenced by contemporary values and personal biases when we come to the
Bible. Some one who is fascinated by the City or the Poor or Racism or Missions or the End
Times or the Environment will find all kinds of passages that are relevant to those interests in
the Bible- or more accurately, will interpret all kinds of passages in the light of those interests
brought to their reading of the Bible. Someone with other interests will tend not see these topics
in the Book. Someone who is depressed or struggling with tragedy or marriage or money
problems or seeking forgiveness of sins and assurance of Eternal Life will come to the Bible and
read it with these issues in mind.
Someone who is an Artist or a Scientist or an “Intellectual” or a CEO of a large business who
has traveled extensively will certainly approach the Bible differently than those who have limited
formal education or life experiences. People of various age and ethnic groups from various
parts of the world, speaking different languages, extremely poor or extremely wealthy, people
with power and those without bring different expectations and assumptions to their Bible study.
If a reader believes all these variables and influences and biases make objectivity impossible,
for the original writers and readers as well as himself, the effort to understand any book, not
only the Bible, is completely undermined. The would-be reader is left with total skepticism. For
all the above reasons, the conservative Evangelical continues to use the time honored
“historical –grammatical” method.
The historical-grammatical method is a good bulwark against this negative outcome. It enables
the reader to recognize personal bias and resist subjectivity when we study the Bible- if we use
it! Here are the basic rules:
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